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Amending the Texas Constitution: Municipal Judges
In November 2019, Texans went to a poll to amend the state constitution under various propositions. The election proposed 10 constitutional amendments and voters were asked to approve or reject (for or against) each of the number of the propositions as Proposition 1….Proposition 10. For this essay, the focus is on Proposition no. 1 (HJR 72)[564520761, R]. This proposition proposed that the constitution be amended to allow an elected municipal judge to serve as a municipal judge in more than one municipality during his or her tenure (NBC, 2019). The current Texas constitution does not allow an elected judge to serve concurrently in another municipal judge's office (NBC, 2019). Therefore, voters went to the ballot to vote for or against the proposition that the constitutional amendment permitting a person to hold more than one office as a municipal judge at the same time, during the November 2019 election (NBC, 2019).
When the people went to the ballot, out of 10 proposals that were brought up in the constitutional amendment propositions, nine of them were passed with one (Proposition 1) being defeated. The election results showed that the vote against the proposition won by 1, 298, 866 votes, which represented 65.44% of the total votes cast that day (Ballotpedia, 2019). The electorates were supposed to vote “yes” or “no.” The “yes” vote meant that the voters supported the amendment to allow an elected municipal judge to hold more than one office during his or her tenure in more than one municipality (Ballotpedia, 2019). The “no” vote meant that the voters opposed the amendment, which would allow an elected municipal judge to hold more than one office at the same time (Ballotpedia, 2019). As the election results came out the “yes” votes was 685, 827, which represented 34.56% of the total votes cast (Ballotpedia, 2019).
One of the pros of this proposition is that it would have allowed both elected and appointed municipal judges to hold more than one office at the same time. Further, the amendment would make it easier for smaller municipalities in Texas to get more qualified judges by allowing judges to hold more than one position at a time.
The cons of the proposition were that the amendment was unnecessary as the law already exists in the constitution that permits one to be appointed as a municipal judge in different municipalities at the same time (Ballotpedia, 2019). Also, opponents argued that the amendment would reduce the effectiveness of judges as a judge would be elected to a community where he or she did not reside. This means that he or she could not understand or have an interest in that community (Ballotpedia, 2019).
Even though the voters defeated the amendment, the Texas House of Representatives, on the other hand, approved it early in April 2019. The party elections were as follows: House of Representatives’ election on April 16, 2019, was 63 (Democrats) and 77 (Republicans). In the Senate, 12 voted “Yes” from Democrats and 19 also voted “yes” from the Republican side (Ballotpedia, 2019).
The biases or challenges that confronted the amendment process include the already existing position where appointed judges can be appointed to serve in multiple positions in different municipalities at the same time. Under the existing state law, an elected municipal judge is not allowed to hold another judgeship position in another municipality, but an appointed judge can (KUT Staff, 2019). The idea may have been good as it could have enhanced access to justice to many smaller municipalities that do not have qualified judges or even attorneys qualified to preside as judges. But, the challenge was that there was already an existing legal framework that could help achieve the same goal within the excising state law.
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